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purposes of the Act, authorize the Ad-
ministrator to cooperate with appro-
priate State and other governmental 
agencies in carrying out any provisions 
of the Egg Products Inspection Act and 
these regulations. In carrying out the 
provisions of the Act and the regula-
tions, the Secretary may conduct such 
examinations, investigations, and in-
spections as he determines practicable 
through any officer or employee of any 
such agency commissioned by him for 
such purpose. The Secretary shall re-
imburse the States and other agencies 
for the services rendered by them in 
such cooperative programs as agreed to 
in the cooperative agreements as 
signed by the Administrator and the 
duly authorized agent of the State or 
other agency.

§ 57.17 Nondiscrimination. 
The conduct of all services and the li-

censing of graders and inspectors under 
these regulations shall be accom-
plished without discrimination as to 
race, color, religion, sex, national ori-
gin, age, or disability.

§ 57.18 OMB control number. 
The information collection require-

ments in this part have been approved 
by the Office of Management and Budg-
et and assigned OMB control number 
0581–0113. 

[63 FR 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

SCOPE OF INSPECTION

§ 57.20 Inspection in accordance with 
methods prescribed or approved. 

Inspection of eggs shall be rendered 
pursuant to these regulations and 
under such conditions and in accord-
ance with such methods as may be pre-
scribed or approved by the Adminis-
trator. 

[63 FR 69968, 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

§ 57.22 Basis of service. 
These regulations provide for inspec-

tion services pursuant to the Egg Prod-
ucts Inspection Act. Eggs and egg prod-
ucts shall be inspected in accordance 
with such standards, methods, and in-
structions as may be issued or ap-
proved by the Administrator. Inspec-

tion services shall be subject to super-
vision at all times by the applicable 
Federal-State supervisor, egg products 
supervisor, Regional Director, and Na-
tional Supervisor.

§ 57.28 Other inspections. 

(a) Periodic inspections shall be 
made of: 

(1) Business premises, facilities, in-
ventories, operations, transport vehi-
cles, and records of egg handlers, and 
the records of all persons engaged in 
the business of transporting, shipping, 
or receiving any eggs or egg products. 
In the case of shell egg packers pack-
ing eggs for the ultimate consumer, 
such inspections shall be made a min-
imum of once each calendar quarter. 
Hatcheries are to be inspected a min-
imum of once each fiscal year. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(b) Inspections shall be made of im-

ported eggs as required in this part. 

[63 FR 69968, 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

RELATION TO OTHER AUTHORITIES

§ 57.35 Eggs outside official plants. 

(a) For eggs which have moved or are 
moving in interstate or foreign com-
merce, no State or local jurisdiction (1) 
may require the use of standards of 
quality, condition, grade, or weight 
classes which are in addition to or dif-
ferent than the official standards or (2) 
other than those in noncontiguous 
areas of the United States may require 
labeling to show the State or other 
geographical area of production or ori-
gin. This shall not preclude a State 
from requiring the name, address, and 
license number of the person proc-
essing or packaging eggs to be shown 
on each container. 

(b) Any State or local jurisdiction 
may exercise jurisdiction with respect 
to eggs and egg products for the pur-
pose of preventing the distribution for 
human food purposes of any such arti-
cles which are outside of the official 
plant and are in violation of this part 
or any of said Federal Acts or any 
State or local law consistent there-
with.
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EGGS AND EGG PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED 
FOR HUMAN FOOD

§ 57.45 Prohibition on eggs and egg 
products not intended for use as 
human food. 

(a) No person shall buy, sell, or trans-
port or offer to buy or sell, or offer or 
receive for transportation in com-
merce, any eggs or egg products which 
are not intended for use as human food, 
unless they are denatured or 
decharacterized, unless shipped under 
seal as authorized in §§ 57.504(c) and 
57.720(a) and identified as required by 
the regulations in this part. 

(b) No person shall import or export 
shell eggs classified as loss, inedible, or 
incubator rejects unless they are dena-
tured or decharacterized and identified 
as required by the regulations in this 
part. 

[63 FR 69968, 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

REFRIGERATION OF SHELL EGGS

§ 57.50 Temperature and labeling re-
quirements. 

(a) No shell egg handler shall possess 
any shell eggs that are packed into 
containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer unless they are stored and 
transported under refrigeration at an 
ambient temperature of no greater 
than 45°F (7.2°C). 

(b) No shell egg handler shall possess 
any shell eggs that are packed into 
containers destined for the ultimate 
consumer unless they are labeled to in-
dicate that refrigeration is required. 

(c) Any producer-packer with an an-
nual egg production from a flock of 
3,000 or fewer hens is exempt from the 
temperature and labeling requirements 
of this section.

EXEMPTIONS

§ 57.100 Specific exemptions. 
The following are exempt to the ex-

tent prescribed as to the provisions for 
control of restricted eggs in section 
8(a)(1) and (2) of the Act: Provided, That 
as to paragraphs (c) through (f) of this 
section, the exemptions do not apply to 
restricted eggs when prohibited by 
State or local law: And provided further, 
That the sale of ‘‘hard-cooked shell 
eggs’’ or ‘‘peeled hard-cooked shell 

eggs’’ prepared from checks is subject 
to the conditions for exemption in 
paragraphs (c), (d), and (f) of this sec-
tion: And provided further, That the 
conditions for exemption and provi-
sions of these regulations are met: 

(a) The sale, transportation, posses-
sion, or use of eggs which contain no 
more restricted eggs than are allowed 
by the tolerances in the official stand-
ards for U.S. Consumer Grade B shell 
eggs; 

(b) [Reserved] 
(c) The sale at the site of production, 

on a door-to-door retail route, or at an 
established place of business away from 
the site of production, by a poultry 
producer of eggs from his own flock’s 
production directly to a household con-
sumer exclusively for use by such con-
sumer and members of his household 
and his nonpaying guests and employ-
ees, and the transportation, possession, 
and use of such eggs: Provided, That 
each such sale of restricted eggs shall 
be limited to no more than 30 dozen 
eggs; And provided further, (1) That eggs 
sold directly to consumers at an estab-
lished place of business away from the 
site of production be moved directly 
from the producer to such place of 
business; (2) that such business away 
from the site of production be owned 
and managed by the producer; and (3) 
that such eggs which are sold on a 
door-to-door route or at an established 
place of business away from the site of 
production shall contain no more loss 
and/or leakers than allowed in the offi-
cial standards for U.S. Consumer Grade 
B shell eggs. 

(d) The sale of eggs by any producer 
with an annual egg production from a 
flock of 3,000 hens or less and the 
record requirements of § 57.200; 

(e) The processing and sale of egg 
products by any poultry producer from 
eggs of his own flock’s production when 
sold directly to a household consumer 
exclusively for use by such consumer 
and members of his household and his 
nonpaying guests and employees; 

(f) The sale of eggs by shell egg pack-
ers on the premises where the grading 
station is located, directly to house-
hold consumers for use by such con-
sumer and members of his household 
and his nonpaying guests and employ-
ees, and the transportation, possession, 
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